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Welcome back to Term 3 at Selby. I trust that everyone spent some time recharging the batteries in     
preparation for another busy term. I know many of the people that I have spoken to did very little which 
means they must have needed the rest, and  being back in lockdown certainly didn’t help. 

Again things have moved quickly (the newsletter I wrote for the first week of term was obsolete by the 
time the term started!!) and we again find ourselves faced with Remote Learning. While this is not the 
preferred mode for families and schools to educate children, Selby PS is confident that we can continue to 
develop your child’s skills for however long the COVID-19 pandemic exists and impacts the way schools 
typically operate. We are also confident that the Remote Learning program that your child will participate 
in from Monday July 20, builds on the foundation from the Term 2 program by offering the opportunity 
for students to regularly meet online to maintain contact with their teachers and peers..  

When the program commenced last term, the starting point was essentially a blank page. Remote and 
flexible learning was a new concept not only to Selby but every school in the state so the  planning stage 
during the Term 1 holidays was a challenge. What  continued to be a challenge was making initial  contact 
with every student and family from every teacher’s home, setting up, then ensuring all students could  
access the school’s electronic platforms and using Compass and SeeSaw in ways we never expected. In 
hindsight, it took three to four weeks for all these processes to be embedded. We came a long way in a 
short time.  

On our return to school in the second half of Term 2, we followed the wise old saying, “hope for the best, 
plan for the worst”. We ‘hoped’ we would not have to return to remote learning but we ‘planned’ for the 
possibility that it might happen. The focus of the review was essentially if we had to return to Remote 
Learning at some point, what will be the same and what will be different? How could we improve?  Staff, 
School Council and parents views were shared and so when it was announced we were returning to      
Remote Learning a plan was made with this in mind. 

It is the school’s philosophy that we do not want students on devices for excessive hours each day. This is 
why we have designed a learning program that incorporates regular short video conferences, short       
instructional videos, encourages quality bookwork and ‘hands on’ tasks, 
along with daily physical activity.  

Whilst our approach last time worked relatively well we have made some 
adjustments to the program based on our own review of the previous 
Remote Learning period and community feedback. There are no major 
changes to what we did so that everyone is familiar with the process but 
we aim to streamline it and also offer some opportunities for some online 
sessions with their teachers.  
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Compass 

We will not be using Compass to send out our learning 
schedule each day. Feedback was that this was an     
extra step which was done on Seesaw and we also had 
parents who were missing messages from                  
administration amongst the lesson outlines. We will 
only utilise Compass as an administrative tool for     
Updates and Newsletters. 

 

Seesaw 

Seesaw was used successfully last time and we will be 
using this as our primary tool to deliver content.    
Teachers will be uploading videos and work samples 
daily to support the remote learning and it also         
provides students a place to communicate tasks       
undertaken at home and receive feedback on these 
tasks from their teachers.  

 

Webex 

This time we will also be providing the opportunity for 
students to participate in Webex sessions. These will 
be across the week and provide an opportunity for 
your child to participate in discussions, connect with 
their peers and seek guidance and feedback from their 
teachers.  I have had the opportunity to sit in on a 
number of these sessions this week and it was great to 
see so many students participating and enjoying      
seeing their teachers and peers. 

 

Stay safe  

David Orlandi 

Principal 









Emerald Secondary College Science 
Academy is now open for applica ons 
for Year 7’s in 2021.  
 

Students who are accepted into the    
Science Academy experience a program 
where they will have the chance to      
explore in-depth topics and indulge their 
curiosity. This will be done by exploring 
the depths of subjects like science, 
mathematics in greater detail. Students 
will also have access to special incursion 
and excursion programs with the aim of 
enriching their experiences within      
Science and mathematics in greater    
detail. 
The program is aimed at students with 
an enthusiasm for the sciences and a joy 
of learning. As a result, greater           
emphasis is placed on the references 
and communications during the testing.  
 
Applications to the program are due to 
Emerald Secondary College office by the 
3rd of August. Alternatively, you can 
email co-ordinator Brad Gibbs at 
gibbs.bradley.b@edumail.vic.gov.au  
Any enquiries can also be addressed to 
the same email, or by contacting        
Emerald Secondary College on 
59685388. 
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Join Our Customer Rewards Program                        

Earn valuable Rewards Points on purchases, which can be 
used to redeem on goods in-store (excludes prescriptions by 
law). Membership is FREE and you receive the equivalent of 
$10 in Rewards Points for  every $200 you spend.                                                                            
1639 Burwoord Hwy, Belgrave Ph 9754 2001 
www.belgravepharmacy.com.au Trading Hours Monday to 
Friday 9.00am-6.00pm Saturday 9.00am-1.00pm 


